
GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES 

A study of Wayne County's economy would n ot be complete 

without an analysis of the major governmental activities and 

the i mpa c t they have on its economy . The County and various 

municipal governments are considered to be nonb asic o r service 

types industries since they do not export any pr oduct or 

service. The funds which make th em possible come fr o m the 

basic t ype of industries . l oca ted in the co unt y . On the o ther 

hand, there a re two governmental ac tiviti es which a re con-

sidered to be nonmanufa c turing, basic industries. One, Seymour-

Johnson Air For ce Base, is o p e rated by the federal government 

and the o ther is Cherry Hospital and O'Berry Ce nt e r , o perat e d 

b y the State government. 

It is diffi cu lt t o measure the imp ac t of Seymour-Johnson 

Air f o rce Base be cause o f its com plexit y , but a few statisti cs 

ob tp f ned re ce ntl y from the Inf orma ti o n Se rvi ces Officer o f 

Seymour-Johnson wi ll she d some li gh t o n the ma tter. There 

were, as o f October 1967, 5,828 military p e r so nn e l s t a ti o n e d 

at the base , o f whi ch 5,044 are enlisted me n and 784 are 

off i ce rs. The 5,828 p erson n el have an es timate d 10,000 

d e p e nd e nts . Appr oxima t e l y 1 ,800 of th ese men liv e off b ase, 

wi th an es tim a t ed 5,000 dependents. This i s the main r easo n 

that th e h o usin g si tu a t io n in th e County i s tight a t th e 

pr e sent tim e. In addition to th e military p erson n el, th e base 

pr ov id es em pl oyment for 645 civilians who a ll li ve o ff of th e 

base. 

Seymo ur -Johnson had a p ayro ll of $29,365, 11 3 for th e 

1 966 -19 6 7 fiscal year . This inc l u d ed $3,999,686 for th e 645 

civil i ans and $25,365,427 for the mi lit a r y p ersonnel. Thus, 

it is easy t o see that Seymour-Joh n so n Air F orce Base does 

have a great impact on th e economy of Wayne County. These 

pa y r o ll d o ll ars also account for a l arge p ortion of the 

r e t ai l sales in Wayne County. The demand for food, a pparel, 

furniture, au t omotive services and other goods an d services 
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